Most young English backpackers tread the
well trodden route from Sydney to Cairns,
soaking up as much sun and alcohol as
humanly possible but we decided to do things
a little differently.

Back at home, we had already fallen in
love with the naturist lifestyle, and are
members of the 16-30 year old group, Young
British Naturists (YBN). Planning two years
away, we couldn’t live without our all over
suntans. :

We saw the River Island advert on the
back of the Sun and Health magazine and
decided it was the perfect opportunity to
escape the hectic backpacker lifestyle.

The drive through the beautiful Southern
nghlands is a wonderful experience in itself.
The view from the top of the valley as you
gain your first glance of River Island is .
breathtaklng The resort s two thousand acres
stretch for as far as you can see. We felt a
million miles from civilisation, and yet close
enough to the town of Mlttagong for aII your
‘bare’ essentials.

We were warmly welcomed by our hosts
Colin and Katina Sell and shown around the -
resort facrlrtres

We stayed in one of the ensurte cedar
cabins, nestled in the side of the valley. We
were struck by how ‘at one’ with nature it is
with the amazing views of the beautiful
surroundings from the veranda All was still -
apart from the natural sound of the flowing
water and the blrdssrnglng Absolute

» ; o tranqmlhty and peace.

With little to unpack we
‘were soon relaxing
~around the large decked

pool and spa area. There
- are two spring water
pools to choose from.

One naturally refreshing

and the other heated to
body temperature; 36

degrees

At lunchtime we had a delicious lunch at
River Island’s Billabong café.

The atmosphere was friendly and chilled
out. Our fellow naturists sunbathing around the
pool made us feel very at home and lt was

_easy to make new friends.

We spent the evening socialising in the

- spas and sauna and had great fun at the disco.

Dancing naked seemed a little strange at -
first but with everybody having so much fun
nobody noticed how ridiculous we looked so it
soon felt normal. It was a whole new

expenence
forus asin
England it
is too cold
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