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IT is a special privilege to have been re-elected to the presi-
dential office of the American Sunbathing Association this
year, and I am deeply grateful. The prestige and signi-

ficance of the organization is greater than it has ever been. The
general public as well as our members look to the national
office for information and guidance and at this time the
growth of the movement has reached a point that startles
even ourselves!

Only twenty-five years ago, in their book “Among the
Nudists,” reporting on nudism in Europe, Frances and Mason
Merrill ventured rather dismally, “ . . . there may never be
a concerted nudist movement in America.” However, they
did hazard a prophecy that small, private clubs might arise
after younger city-inhabitants, after initiating themselves and
children at home or in remote country spots, would learn,
“ . to make the most of every opportunity to go into the
country, where, laying aside their clothes for a day or even
a few hours, they and their offspring may benefit and enjoy
themselves in the open air.”

It is gratifying to point out the latent pessimism of the
Merrills’ statement. “A day or even a few hours,” has evolv-
ed into weeks and summer vacations, and more and more
families are making their all-year-round homes in or near
nudist parks . . . and countless others only wish they could!

As to the “small private clubs,” group leaders are faced
with the constant problem of having to increase their facilities
to handle the rapid growth of the club. Not only has there
been a banner harvest of new members of clubs and the ASA,
but also in the “New Group Forming” department.

The increased prestige that the American Sunbathing
Association is achieving and finds expression in many ways.
We are pleased by requests for consideration for the ASA
Seal of Approval on commercial products and requests for
public speakers, but one of the most spectacular was the “re-
quest” at the Sunway Convention of the San Jose, California
Chamber of Commerce for the 1957 American Sunbathing
Association Convention, manifested in banners, displays and
slogans along with the invitation from Lupins Lodge!

When a local radio station solicits sponsorship of a nudist
resort for the State Police safe driving campaign—a one-
minute live commercial, preceding and following a two-minute
taped admonition delivered by the local mayor and a State
Police officer alternating weekly—that may not indicale a
“concerted nudist movement” in America, but it certainly in-
dicates amazing progress toward the goal of having our
principles and practices accepted as a part of the American
picture for those who wish it.

We realize that, as yet, this type of local acceptance is
not common to all the states of the Union, but where nudist
parks have become part of the community and nudist principles
are understood by the majority of local citizens, it is not un-
usual.

It is the task of the American Sunbathing Association—
and that means every member of the Association—to keep one
of our goals in mind, to work toward the day when you can
tell your neighbor, your relative or your employer, “I am a
nudist,” and the comment will be simply, “Oh, and ASA
member, eh?”

J. REED SUPLEE

President, American Sunbathing Association, Inc.
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Judges, one from each camp, narrowed down entries for “Queen” to these three, Ruth
(Fraternity Snoqualmie), Vicki (Squaw Mountain Ranch), and Frankie (Willamettans).

4 AmERICAN SuNBATHER & Nupist LEaper — Nov., 55



Siskiyou Fraternity has its own bright stream running through the property, ready to dam up for an “old swimming hole.”

were done, they had the men circling in
place, just like fashion models showing
off new clothes

Best performance in the line of duty
was given by Bob of Siskiyou Fraternity,
who was thus chosen King of the NSA
for 1955. Popular applause of the aud-
ience was used to select the junior mem-
bers of the Royal Court, making a Prin-
cess out of little Eva of Squaw Mountain

6

Ranch, and a Prince of Larry of Siski-
you, son of King Bob.

The panel of men judges who worked
on the selection of Queen narrowed
their selection down to include Ruth
Kirk. i of Squaw Mountain Ranch,
and Frankie of the Willamettans. But
on their final ballot, the judges crowned
Queen Ruth.

The royal court, (cover) decked in

robes and crowns made for them by the
home club members, took their seats on
the royal throne. The Willamettan
ladies decorated the throne of native
Oregon wild sword fern, with bright
yellow paper napkins working out the
symbol of Siskiyou Fraternity—a rising
sun with rays extended to a half circle.
skiyou Fraternity members had
worked through many a weekend to pre-
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Siskiyou’s “Wilderness Park” proudly greets conventioneers to the Northwest Regional’s 1955 convention, held July 1-4.

pare their beautiful Wilderness Park for
the NSA convention of 1955. The natural
stream running through the property was
dammed up for a swimming hole, with
a wooden diving platform at one end.
Terraces were leveled off for trailer park-
ing, hot showers installed, and a paved
concrete slab poured for shuffleboard.
During the crowded days of the con-
vention, dining tables were set up on the

slab, and meals served there. Snack bar
operation was in the hands of the mem-
bers, who baked pies and served a baked
ham dinner for the entire crowd.
Perhaps it was because so many wo-
men took part in the convention—in the
preparations, cooking, running the con-
lests and sports events, making the royal
robes, crowns and throne, taking part in
the business me'.tr{ings—that it seemed
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right and proper to all that a woman
should be the heroine of the day.

When the NSA convention elected
Ruth Kirk as the first woman trustee to
serve on the ASA board of di rs, and
also chose her as the Queen, the men and
women of the northwest regional recog-
nized the abilities, achievements, and
role of all women in nudism—and honor-
ed them by honoring Ruth.
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Bleacher seats lining the volleyball court were ot a premium during the entire day (and night) of the tourna-
ment. At eleven o'clock Sunday night, over 125 people still sat in the bleachers, waiting for the winning team.

THE YEAR TALK
TURNED INTO ACTION

by June lLange »
illustrated by Ed Lange
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The lower swimming pool at Lupin Lodge is smaller, but often is less crowded
than the upper pool which is located conveniently near the volleyball court.

one year =till to go, Margie Maorris, Mary
Esteves, Gordon Fey, and Finnie Terry.

Owners and managers ol nudist parks
elected their own |'L']'||'i'.~1'r|l¢'1|'l'l'l' to the
\\."«\ board nf i“J't'{'!i)t’:-'_ \r‘a.i"iﬂlll KE'iFl’]
of Mive Dell Ranch. Ed Lange was re-
clected to the board of directors of the
American Sunbathing Association for a
three-year term, and Robert Farrell was
elected to fill out the term of office va-
cated by the resignation of Stan Sohler.

So many activities and events were
crammed into the three-day convention
that it would be inll]ll.‘-.il[]l]t' o include
them all short of writing a book. Al
Jeast a chapter would have to be devoted
to the velleyball tournament, the most
exciting and expert ever played at a
nudist convention.

How insufficient it seems lo say only
that Lupin Lodge defeated the Sundial
Club, WSA champions of 1954, to win
the 1955 WSA volleyball championship!
To hetter judge the excitement and fever-
pitch of activily, try to picture a bleacher
with every seat filled, and 125 people still

walching to see how the fight would turn
out—at eleven o'clock at night, on the
last day of the convention.

Samagatuma’s girls won the women’s
volleyball championship title, defeating
the Lupin Lodge girls for it. Time ran
out on some of the other sports events
due to the lengthy volleyball tourna-
ments.

Some of the other events and projects
in capsule form:

The non-denominational church ser-
vice, led by Dr. Roy, and graced by the
singing of an a cappella quartet . . .

Station WSA, the 24-hour disc jockey
and public address system that kept the
convention posted and musical . . .

The attendance from countries as far
off as Canada, Bolivia, Germany, and
Persia . . .

The elaborate bulletin boards posted
by each club to tell the others of their
aclivities; prize for the best board went
to the Sierratans . . .

The snappy service by neat wailresses
in the dining room and some of the best
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meals ever served at a nudist conven-
tion . . .

The printing room, where reports and
bulleting were run off and distributed to
the delegates while meetings were still
in progress . . .

The excellent public relations job done
by Lupin Lodge, and the friendly, in-
terested aceounts of the convention in all
the surrounding newspapers . . .

The contest of Mr. and Mrs. Sunshine,
won by Myron and Pat of Lupin Lodge,
and for the Little Rays of Sunshine, won
by Diane and Dennis of Oakdale
Ranch . . .

Of the over-60 adult atterdance from
(dakdale Ranch, and the better than 63
percent attendance of the Sundial
Club . ..

Of the 1957 convention bid voted to
Oakdale Ranch . . .

And of the promise of bigger and
better conventions every year, with the
growing enthusiasm and interest of the
nudists of the Western Sunbathing Asso-
ciation !

13



(1) Popular applause|
of either “Mrs. Sunshine” or
young lady later won the ¢
a similar contest at the ASA

(2) “Casa del Sol” is
Toby's trailer home which s
office” during convention a:
headquarters for visiting n

(3) Lupin Lodge’s, Pat,
for “Mrs. Sunshine,” and w
and abilities as a musician,
as well as for her healthy ge

(4) The rooting sectio
had pom-poms, cow bells, o
the team know they were be

(5) The victorious S
women champions of the
with their coach. 4
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The Midwest regional’s “Mr. and Mrs. Suntan” with
their “Sunbeams” and “Sunrays.” Left to right:
“Sunbeam,” George Barrett; "Sunray,” Mike Votaw;
“Mr, Suntan,” Vern Votaw; “Mrs. Suntan,” Betty Vo-
taw; “Sunbeam,” Iva Barrett; “Sunray,” Suzie Bellis:

S early as Sunday, July 24th, cars
began to arrive in Denver for the
Midwest Sunbathing Association’s Gen-
eral Assembly at Colorado Sunshine
Club. Before the week was over, fifteen
states had representatives present.

Registration began on Thursday, July
28th, and the first business session took
place Friday at 10 a.m. The meeting
was called to order by our president,
Earl Barrett, and he asked the chaplain
to lead us in prayer. Welcoming address
was given by John Garrison of CSC. The
serious mindedness of the delegates was
emphasized by the fact that all matters
brought before the convention were
thoroughly discussed before a vote was
taken, with the result that all motions
carried without a dissenting vote.

One of the most important items of
business was presented during the final
meeting. It was voted unanimously by
the delegates that MSA concur with a
resolution passed by our western regional
upholding our principles and standards
which states, “We believe in the essential
wholesomeness of the human body and
all its functions, We, therefore, regard
the body neither as an object of shame
nor as a subject for levity or erotic ex-
ploitation. Any attitude or behavior in-
consistent with this view is contrary to
the whole spirit of the Society and has
no place among us.”

As the final meeting drew nearer a
cloge, the matter of officers for the next
year engrossed our attention. Our cap-
able president, Earl Barrett; our out-
standing vice president, Maria Park, and
our hard-working secretary-treasurer,
Margaret Denman, were re-elected for
another term, as was our devoted chap-
lain, Karl. Herb Baker was elected re-
cording secretary and the following were
elected to serve on the board of directors:
Merle Baker, Frank Crouch, Sr., and
Francis Black. The delegates named
Jack Parker, ASA trustee representing
MSA.

Our chaplain read the oath of office
to our re-elected president. Then our
president administered the oath of office
to all other officers elected. The busi-
ness session was closed by prayer offered
through our chaplain.

Although a serious note carried
throughout the business sessions, it did

Contestants for “Miss or Mrs. Suntan.”
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This popular couple was photographed by Norm Cook's camera at Siskiyou
at the time of the Northwest Regional Convention, held there July 4th.
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Squaw Mountain Ranch

Ctn Lgn Qilation

OW would you like to join us in a game of badminton, out under the trees.
without hot sticky clothing to bind you and hold you back? If you would
rather, we can play volleyball, table tennis, shuffleboard, or go for a hike. After
the game, we can go for a swim and then lay in the sun awhile before lunch.
The game, the fresh air, the swim and the sunshine will relax you from the work-
aday grind and give you a sense of well-being you never dreamed possible.

It costs nothing to investigate and there is no obligation. Just write to Vaca-
tion Editor and ask for @ membership application blank. If you prefer a private
reply. write to Mrs. Rose Holroyd. The address in either case is: Box 38A, Mays
Landing, N.]. Let us hear from you. R.S.V.P.




